10 wins in 11 years for Irvine AC Relay Runners

Irvine AC senior team celebrated the start of the 21st century with a win in the Ayrshire Cross Relay Championships in the year 2000. Ten years later in 2010 the club was looking for its 10th win out of 11 starts with only one blip in 2006 when Girvan AAC recorded a surprise win. Irvine were leaving nothing to chance in keeping this remarkable sequence going as they fielded their top quartet of Pat Cullinane, David Millar, Jamie Findlay and Alex Allardyce against the other Ayrshire clubs at a sunny Irvine Beachpark last Saturday. The first leg of the 2.4mile course proved to be the most competitive of the race with a group of four runners representing Irvine, Ayr Seaforth, Kilmarnock and Ayrodynamic Triathlon Club breaking clear and running as a group until the final 200m where the four ended the lap separated by only 12secs in the final burst for the line. Neil Burnside of Seaforth managed to squeeze Pat Cullinane into second place with 13.02 to 13.04 with G. Turner of Ayrodynamics third in 13.06 and R. Connell of Kilmarnock fourth in 13.14. Dave Millar took over for lap two and effectively finished the race as a contest as he stormed round the course in the fastest time of the day (12.14) to open up a lead of 1m22s over Seaforth. On legs three and four Jamie Findlay and Alex Allardyce were effectively running solo time trials at the front of the field as they recorded 13.13 and 13.14 respectively to bring Irvine home a massive 3m22s ahead of Kilmarnock in second place and Girvan third courtesy of the second fastest time of the day 12.16 from Stephen Wyllie.

Irvine's B team were unable to match their bronze medal winning performance of last year partly due to Ian Berryman taking ill on lap three and struggling to finish. In the circumstances they can be pleased with sixth place with Brian Craig (5th in 14.11), George Irving (4th in 13.49), Ian Berryman (6th in 16.46) and Jim Sneddon (6th in 14.58). The Irvine C team finished 9th overall with Stevie Connell (8th in 15.19), Colin Miller (7th in 14.10), Andy Rennie (7th in 15.29) and John Connell (9th in 18.29).

The ladies race was won by Ayr Seaforth ahead of Kilmarnock Harriers and Troon.

